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Zaliznyak Verb Classes

16 classes, 3 stress letters, decoding rules per ending

STRESS LETTERS STRATEGY
letter pattern example 1. Productive (still accept new verbs): 1-4. Closed lists: 5-16.
a fixed on stem YUTaI, UMTAELb 2. Learn small classes (7—16, irreg) first: exhaustive short lists.
b fixed on ending FOBOPIS, FOBOPHILLb 3. Then every new -utb = [4], every new -yTb = [3]. Only --
aTb/-eTb/-ATb stay ambiguous.

4 end in a-form, stem 6119, NKOOULLIbL

rest

ENDING 'POSSIBLE CLASSES GOTCHA: CLASS 5 vs 6
ending classes default 1. [5]: -eTb/-aTb/-9Tb with 2nd-conj endings. cMaéTb 'cmxy,
CMOMLb.
-UTb 4,11,12,16,irreg [4] Sate
2. [6]: -aTb/-aTb Where -a-/-a- drops + often consonant

-aTb 1,2,5,6,13,14,15, [1a] . ., ,

irreg mutation. nucaTb 'nuwy.

. 3.Both look like [1] in the infinitive, a central learner trap.

-eTb 1,5,9,12,15,irreg  [1a]/[5b]
-aTb 1,5,6,14,15 [1a]
-yTb 3,12 [3]
-0Tb 10 [10c]
-bITb 12,15, 16, irreg [123]
-CTn / -CTb 7 (+ eCTb, KNACTb [7b]

irreg)
-Ub 8 (+-cTuub = 3) [8c]
-0TU / -ATH irreg irreg

DECODING RULES

1. -atb: 0 before '[5b]. a/e/y before '[6]. Consonant before '[1a].

2. -uTb exceptions: NUTb/6UTb/NUTb/BUTL/WKNTb = [11b]; unTb = [16b]; 6puTh/rHUTE/NOUNTL = [12]; olwMbUTLCS = irreg.
3. -yTb exceptions: -ayTb = [12a]; 06yTb, pasyTb = [12b]. Else = [3].

4. -BaTb stress: 2-syl root 'last (Ha3bIBATH). 3+ syl '3rd-from-last (cnpawwmeats). Exc: nnasaTb, 300pOBaTHCA.

5

. Bbl- + perfective ALWAYS takes the stress: BbinuTb, BoirpaTb. No exceptions.
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