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Three types (a/b/c), past-tense feminine shift, the BbI- rule, derived stress

THE THREE TYPES

letter pattern example
a fixed on stem YUTAlo, YMTAELDb,
yuTarT
b fixed on ending roBOPH), FOBOPULLb,
roBOpST
4 end in a-form, stem N6, NOOULLD,
rest noo6ar

THE Bbi- RULE

1. Perfective verb starts with Bbi- 'stress on Bbi- in EVERY form.
No exceptions.

2. BbINWUTb, BbIMbH0, BbINbELLb, BbIMbLET, BbIMbIOT, even though base
nuTb is end-stressed.

3. Other examples: BbiiTH, BbIPAcTH, Bbly4mnTb, BbICNATHCS,
BbIMIpaTh.

4. The imperfective partner (BbinnBaTh, BoIX0ANTL) REVERTS to
its class's normal stress.

WHEN THE FEMININE SHIFTS

1. Only a small closed group of mostly monosyllabic verbs
shifts feminine stress to the ending.

2. Full list: 6bITb, )X1Tb, BpaThb, B3aTb, XAaTb, 3BaTb, CNAaTb, FHaTb,
[aTb, NraTb, PBaTb, TKaTb, M/bITb, CNbITb, BPaTb, APaTb, MOYb.

3. Pattern:m & n & pl keep stem stress; ONLY feminine moves
to the ending.

4. Polysyllabic regulars (untan, rosopwn, pabdtan) never shift;
all four past forms are stem-stressed.
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HOW TO DETECT THE TYPE

1. Compare the ga-form and the Tbi-form: same syllable 'a or b;
different 'c.

2. If the infinitive ending is NOT stressed (KpMKHYTb, OTBETUTB),
it must be type a, because stress can't shift onto an
unstressed ending.

3. & is always stressed by spelling rule. Seeing € in an ending
(Hecéwb, naét) confirms type b.

4. Class 10 (-otb), class 8 (-ub) are exclusively type c.

5. Class 4 (-utb) splits roughly evenly: ~1000 [4a], ~1100 [4b],
~800 [4c], so there is no statistical shortcut.

PAST TENSE FEMININE SHIFT

verb m f n pl

ObITb ObIN 6b1na 6b1110 oblK
XnTb Xun Xuna KMUNO Xnnu
6paTb 6pan bpana 6pano 6panu
XOATb xnaan xapana XA4ano XA4anm
cnaTb cnan cnana cnano cnanu
3BaTb 3Ban 3Bana 3BaN0 3BaNM
regular yuTan yuTana 4yuTano yuTanu

DERIVED STRESS (imperative, participles)

1. Imperative inherits stress from the a-form: end-stressed g’
end-stressed imperative (roBoptd 'roBopw); stem-stressed s
‘stem-stressed imperative (0TBé4y 'OTBETD).

2. Passive past participle -HH-: stress retracts one syllable
from -atb verbs (MpoYMTATH 'NMPOYMTAHHDBIN; HANMCATD '
HaMWCaHHbIW).

3. Two forms to memorise per verb: infinitive + a-form.
Together they predict the whole paradigm.

4. Russian text omits the stress mark in normal writing, so
stress must be learned with the verb.
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