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Reflexive Verbs

The -cq / -cb suffix: four jobs, the vowel/consonant rule, intrinsic verbs, HpaBuUTbCS, Ha4aTbCS stress shift
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THE RULE

1. -ca after a CONSONANT ending (-n,-T,-wb).-cb after a VOWEL

ending (-a,-0,-€,-1,-10).

2. The suffix attaches at the very end, after all other inflections.

It's a contracted cebs.

3. Reflexive verbs are intransitive, with no accusative object.
Complements go in gen / dat / instr / prep.

4. Past = past form (-n /-na /-no /-nwn) + suffix.-ncs,-nack,-noco,

-NNCb.

THE FOUR JOBS OF -ca

type example sense

true reflexive OHa yMbIBAeTCS she washes
(herself)

reciprocal OHV BCTpeYarTcs they meet (each
other)

passive [LOM CTpomnTCA the house is being
built (impf only)

intrinsic a 60Kdcb no *604Tb, verb only
with -cs

TRANSITIVE "-ca ANTICAUSATIVE PAIRS

transitive "-ca sense

OTKPbIBATb OTKPbIBATbCA open sth / open by
itself

3aKpbIBaTb 3aKpbIBATbCA close sth / close

HaYMHATb HaYMHATLCS start sth / start

NIOMaTb JIOMaTbCA break sth / break
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CMESA TbCA: present and past in full

subject present past

o CMerCb cMesncs / cmesinach
Tbl CMeélLLbca cMedancsa / cmesinacb
OH / OHa / OHO CcMeéTca CMeancs - cMeanach

- CMeanocb

Mbl cMeéMmca CMesNInchb

Bbl (pl / polite) cMeéTtech CMesanuchb

OHU cMerdTCs CMEANUCH

INTRINSIC -ca VERBS + QUIRKS (MEMORISE)

1.

No non-reflexive partner: 604Tbcs, cMeATbCA, YNbIOATLCS,
YAMBNATLCS, HAAEATHCS, HPABUTBCS, Ka3aTbCSs, CTAHOBUTBCA,
0CTaBATbCH.

. HpasuTbcs flips arguments: experiencer DATIVE, thing liked

is SUBJECT, as in MHe HpaBuTcs My3blka (= 'mir gefallt').

. Pf Hauatbes is end-stressed in EVERY past form: Hauanc$ -

Hayanachb - Ha4yanodch - HavanKchb (ot *Havancs!).

SENTENCES IN USE

Mama oTKpbIBAET ABEPb. [1BEPb OTKPbIBAETCS.
Same verb: transitive vs. anticausative (-cs removes the object).

MHe HpaBWTCA TBOS MAEA.
| like your idea. (MHe = dative experiencer; nnés = subject)

51 He B60KOCb TEMHOTBI.
I'm not afraid of the dark. (intrinsic + genitive complement)

KoHLEépT Hauancs B BOCEMb.
The concert started at eight. (pf HauaTtbcs, end-stressed m sg)
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