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Gerunds (Verbal Adverbs)

Two suffixes, same-subject rule, fixed expressions, register

THE TWO TYPES

type aspect suffix meaning

imperfective  ipf -a/-a simultaneous:
‘while doing
X'

perfective pf -B (-BLLUK) prior: 'having

done X'

PERFECTIVE FORMATION
1. From the past stem (before -n) + -B.
2. NpOYMTAN 'NPOYMTAB; CKA3an 'CKa3aB; HAaNMCAn 'HaNUcas.

3.-T1 / -4b verbs: future stem + -9. BOWTV 'BOMAS; NpuHecTH ’
npuHecs.

4. Reflexive perfective:-BlWwu + -Cb. ynbIOHYNCS "yNbIOHYBLIKCS.

FROZEN GERUND EXPRESSIONS

expression meaning

HecMoTps Ha + acc despite, in spite of
6naropaps + dat thanks to
cynos no + dat judging by
4éCTHO roBops frankly speaking
KopOue roBops in short

He roBops yXé o not to mention
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IMPERFECTIVE FORMATION

1. From the onun-form: drop -7, add -s.

2. YUMTALOT 'UMTAS; rOBOPST 'TOBOPS; CHAAT 'CUas.

3. After husher (x/4/w/ww) use -a: CABIWAT ’CAblWa.
4. Reflexive: keep -cb at the end. cMedTbcs 'cMesChb.

5. No gerund: nucarb, neTb, CNaTb, €CTb, MUTb, MOSt
monosyllabic -aTb verbs. Use a relative clause instead.

THE SAME-SUBJECT RULE
1. The gerund’s subject MUST equal the main verb's subject.

2. OK: Yutas raséry, oH nun kode. (he reads, he drinks: same
subject)

3. Wrong: [ynga no yauue, Havancs poxab. (someone walks,
rain starts: different subjects)

4. Fix: rephrase with korad / nécne Toro kak + finite verb.

REGISTER & ALTERNATIVES

1. Gerunds are written / formal, common in novels, journalism,
academic prose.

2. Spoken Russian paraphrases: ipf 'koraa + ipf verb; pf 'ndcne
Toro kak + pf verb.

3. Gerunds are uninflected: no gender,no number, no case. Stay
the same in every sentence position.

4. Russian name: geenpuyactus. (Distinct from npuyactusa =
participles.)
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