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Consonant Alternation

Stem-final consonants that shift in the present tense: mutations and the labial n-insertion

THE TWO RULES MUTATION PAIRS
1. 2nd-conjugation verbs (-uTb): mutation appears ONLY in the from to example
a-form. Other persons revert to the unmutated stem. , .
a X BUOETb 'BUXKY
2. 1st-conjugation verbs: mutation runs through ALL six forms. L )
Once the stem mutates, it stays mutated. T 4 fnatuTe nnady
3. Labial stems (6, n, B, M, ®) insert -n-; they don't shift ¢ w MPOCUTL ‘npoLuy
the consonant. Same a-form-only rule as other 2nd-conj 3 K BO3WTb 'BOXY
mutations. . ,
cT 1, NyCTUTb 'NyLLy
4. ct and ck both collapse to w as a unit. Don't try to mutate L
one consonant of the cluster. cK - ncKkate nuly
K 4 nnakatb 'nnavy
r X Mory 'Moxellb
X w MaxaTb 'Mawy
2ND CONJ, 9-FORM ONLY: nnatu Tb [4c] 1ST CONJ, ALL FORMS: nucaTtb [6C]
person form note person form note
a nnavy Ty a nuy c’'w
Thl nnaTub plain T Thl nuLeL b w
OH / OHa / OHO nNaTuT plainT OH / OHa / OHO nuwer I}
Mbl nnatmMm plaint Mbl nuwem w
Bbl nnatute plainT Bbl nuwere w
OHU nnarar plaint OHU nuwyT w
LABIAL NN-INSERTION: nwo6u b [4c] SENTENCES IN USE
person form note q Bl/'l)Ky TBOK KHV'IW.
. . | k.
fo nobnid -n-inserted see your boo
. . S nuwy nucemo apyry.
Thl NK6UWb plain 6 i y APy y
I'm writing a letter to a friend.
OH / OHa / OHO noout plain 6 ., . ,
S N6 pycCcKuin 93bIK.
Mbl No6UM plain 6 I love Russian.
Bbl nio6uTe plain 6 S nnauy 3a 06éa.
OHIA ni66sT plain 6 I'm paying for lunch.
S My Koy,
I'm looking for the keys.
WHY

Remnants of Proto-Slavic palatalization: a -j- once stood between stem and ending and softened the preceding consonant.
The -j- is gone, but the softening lives on as today's consonant shifts.

~15 pairs cover practically all mutations in modern Russian.
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