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Conjugation

1st (e-) vs 2nd (u-): present-tense paradigms, endings, husher rule

HOW TO TELL THEM APART 1ST CONJUGATION: -e- / -é- ENDINGS
1. Infinitive ends in -uTb '2nd conjugation (almost always). person ending example: 3HaTb
rOBOPWTb, NOOWUTb, MOMHWUTb. .
o -0/-y 3Ha0
2. Infinitive ends in -aTb / -eTb / -aTb 'usually 1st conjugation. B .
. , Tbl -ELIJb/-ELIJb 3HaelWb
YWTATb, 3HATb, MYNSATb.
3. Memorise the -eTb exceptions: BALETb, CMOTPETb, NETETb, OH / OHa / OHO -er/-€t 3Haet
CnaéTb, BUCETb, HeHaBuaeTb (all 2nd). Mbl -eM /&M 3H3EeM
4. & is always stressed: a present-tense ending with € (Hecéwb, Bbl -eTe /-éTe 3HdeTe
naér) tells you the verb is end-stressed. ) .
) . ’ OHY -1/ -yT 3HatoT
5. Husher rule: after x, u, W, w, write -y/-a instead of -to/-9. yuy
(not *yurd), yuat (not *yusT).
2ND CONJUGATION: -u- ENDINGS A-FORM MUTATION (2ND CONJ ONLY)
person ending example: rosopiiTb 1. Coronal shifts in the a-form only: g ", T4, C 'Ww, 3 "X.
q 10 /-y roBOpIS 2. BUAETb 'BUXY, NMNATUTb ‘NIavy, NPOCUTb 'MPOLLY, BO3WUTb 'BOXY.
Thl ULlb rOBOPHLLb 3. Labial stems (6, n, B, M, ®) insert -n- in the a-form: n06uTL’
N6, KyNUTb "KYNH.
OH / OHA / OHO -ut roBOpUT .
4. Other persons revert to the unmutated stem: Tbl NKO6ULb, OH
Mbl MM rosopum nnaTtuT. Mutation is g-only.
Bbl -ute rosopute
OHU -1 /-at roBopsT
MUTATION EXAMPLE: nwo6u b [4c] SENTENCES IN USE
person form note 51 3HAI0 PYCCKUIA A3bIK.
. . I k Russian.
q nobnio -n-inserted fow Russian
. . Tbl rOBOPMLLb NO-PYCCKN?
Tbl NK6ULWb plain 6 P ) Py
Do you speak Russian?
OH / OHa / OHO noout plain 6 , , ,
OHM unTAIOT rasery.
Mbl Y plain 6 They are reading the newspaper.
Bbl no6ute plain 6 A nobnd pycckuit A3bIK.
OHI NG plain 6 | love Russian.

YT0 Tbl XOuewb?
What do you want? (xotéTb: mixed conjugation, sg only)

IRREGULAR: xoT€Tb (SG # PL)

Singular uses 1st-conj endings with Tu: xouy, x04elub, xoueT.
Plural switches to 2nd-conj endings, no mutation: XoTuM, XOTUTE, XOTAT.

Only verb in modern Russian that cleanly mixes both conjugations.
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