UMENKA - CHEATSHEET 10 / 27

Biaspectual verbs

One form, both aspects: how to read the aspect from context, which verbs are biaspectual, »xeHnTbcs's special case

THE BASICS READING THE ASPECT: CONTEXT CUES

1. Biaspectual (aByBnaoso#) = one verb form serves both Imperfective Perfective
imperfective and perfective. There is no separate aspect

partner to learn present-tense form (uccnenyto, past or simple future (-

aTakyer) nccnenoBan, Uccaenyto 3aBTpa)
2.The aspect is invisible in the form; you read it off

. . . oyay + infinitive (compound no 6yay, perfective simple
the surrounding context (tense, adverbs, object, narrative o (comp yay.p P

future) future
sequence).
. . ONro, NOCTOAHHO, YacTo, e, NONIHOCTbIO,
3. Around 600 verbs are biaspectual per Zaliznyak; the 'q, o y . .
) KaXabl feHb OKOHYATENbHO, HAKOHEL,
class keeps growing as -oBatb / -upoBatb loanwords enter
Russian. generic / partial / ongoing definite / finished /
. object fully-affected object
4. Present-tense personal forms of a biaspectual verb are
ALWAYS imperfective; perfectives have no present. background description, narrative sequence (and
parallel action then..., after that...)
MOST COMMON BIASPECTUALS MODERN DRIFT: NEW PARTNERS
Verb Meaning Biaspectual Modern IPF Modern PF
nMcnénb30BaTh to use OpraHu3oBaTb 0OpraHn3oBbIBaTbH -
obewatb to promise apecToBaTh apecToBbIBaTb -
nccnénoBaTtb to research aHanM3npoBaTb - npoaHanu3npoBaTth
aTaKkoBaTb to attack 0bewwaTb - noobewartb
XEHWUTLCA to marry (m / couple) PaHUTb - MOPAHUTb
paHUTbL to wound
rapaHTMpoBaThb to guarantee
JIMKBUOMPOBATb to liquidate
BaKLMHWPOBATb to vaccinate
aBTOPM30BATbCS to log in
SPECIAL CASE: xeHW TbCH TRAPS
Subject Imperfective Perfective 1. Don't confuse biaspectual (one form, both aspects)
, , with single-aspect (6bITb, UMETb, COCTOSITb, OTCYTCTBOBATD,
Man XEHWUTbCA XeHUTbCA (-

biaspectual) MblcaunTb, where no pf partner exists).

2. State verbs admit a delimitative pf with no- (‘for a while'):
cnaTtb 'nocnathb, cMAETL 'nocnaéte. Listed as partners but not
Couple together KEHUTHCA NOXEHUTbCS a true aspect pair.

Woman BbIXOAWTb 3AMYX BbIMTU 3aMYXK
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