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Imperfective vs. perfective: triggers, pair formation, suppletives, infinitive rules, Henb3s

THE BASICS

1. IPF = process, repetition, duration. PF = single completed
event with a result.

2. Conjugated PF = FUTURE (s npouuntato = | will read through).

Present is ALWAYS imperfective.

3. Both aspects share the past endings -n /-na /-no /-nu. The

verb stem signals the aspect.

4. Most verbs come in IPF/PF pairs. A few are biaspectual (one
form, both readings): nccnénosatb, OpraHM30BaTb, KEHUTLCS.

HOW PAIRS ARE FORMED

Strategy Example

Prefix (most common) NMUCaTb "HaNUCATb

Suffix swap -atb / -UTb pewaTb 'pewnTb

Suppletive (different roots) roBOpWTb 'CKa3aTb

Biaspectual (one form, both) MCcCnénoBaTb, OPraHM30BaTb

ASPECT AFTER AN INFINITIVE

Leading verb Aspect Example

phase IPF S HAUMHAIO YMTATb.

(begin/continue/stop)

habit / preference IPF 9 nobnd unTaTh.
(nobUTb, yumnTbCS,

6pocuTh)

result (3a6bITb, PF
yCneTb, yAaNoch)

modal (Moub,
XOTeTb, HAA)

either (shift) 51 cMory npuinTI.

Henb3d + IPF prohibition 3nechb Henb3s
KypWTb.
Henb3g + PF impossibility Ciona Henb3s

BOWTW.
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WHEN TO USE WHICH: TRIGGERS

Imperfective
process / ongoing

KX AbIA AeHb, YACTO, HOTAA (-
habit, repetition)

[Ba yaca, Bcé yTpo (duration)

06bi4Ho, Bceraa (habit)

Perfective
single completed event

BOPYT, CPA3y, HEOXMAAHHO (-
sudden)

3a yac, oo yTpa (deadline)

HaKoHéL, yaandcs (-
achievement)

SUPPLETIVE PAIRS, MEMORISE (closed set)

IPF PF Sense
rOBOPUTH CKa3aTb to say
6paTb B39Tb to take
Knactb NONOXWTb to put, lay
NOXWTBCS neyb to lie down
caguTbCa cecTb to sit down
NIOBUTb nonmaTtb to catch
MCKATb HanTh search / find

IMPERATIVE, NEGATION & TRAPS

1.

Imperative: PF = single one-shot demand ([MpouuTai!
Ckaxwu! Boikntoun!). IPF = invitation, hospitality, recurring (-
3axogute! Caputecs! Muwn vawe!). Same situation, different
feel: welcoming 3axopmte vs brusque BonguTe.

. Negated imperative defaults to IPF (prohibition). Negated

PF = warning of a single accident: He ynagn! He 3abyap! He
ono3aai! He notepsi!

. Past negation: PF for a concrete event that didn't happen

(oH He npuéxan), IPF for denying activity (oH He 3BoHMN). He
Hapo / He cTtouT + IPF.

. Habitual + completion '"FREQUENTATIVE npountbiBath, NOT

npouunTtaet. Exemplary PF only with uHorga / 6eiBano.

. Iterative suffixes (IPF from PF): -biBa-/-nBa- -Ba-, -a-.

Semelfactive (single, PF): -Hy- (Kp1KHYTb = give one shout).
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