UMENKA - CHEATSHEET

The Russian Alphabet

AlL 33 Cyrillic letters: sounds, transliteration, false friends & cursive

ALPHABET (A-4), PART 1 ALPHABET (A-4), PART 2
letter Latin example letter Latin example
Aa a a36yka Pp r pbi6a
b6 b 6paT Cc s Cbip
BB v BOZA TT t TOpT
rr g rog, Yy u yTpo
On d LOM (ON0) f (oo}
Ee ye EBpodna X x kh xneb
Ee yo 8% Uy ts uBeT
Kok zh XYK Yy ch yac
33 z 3y6 LW w sh wkéna
nn i Unm LU, shch T17]
W i y yait bb - cbesn
Kk k KoT bl bl y CblH
Nn L namna bb - conb
M ™M m MOpe 3 e 310
HH n HOC 1O 1o yu tor
Oo o OKHO 4 ya a
Mn p napk
FALSE FRIENDS (LOOK LATIN) CURSIVE TRAPS
1. B B looks like Latin B, but it's like v in van. [ n: Lower-case cursive g looks like a Latin g.
2.E e looks like Latin E, but it's like ye in yes. M un: Cursive u looks like a Latin u, not the printed shape.
3.H H looks like Latin H, but it's like n in note. WM ¥: Cursive i is the u-shape of u with a curved hat on top.

4. P p looks like Latin P, but it's a rolled r, like Spanish perro. Il n: Cursive n begins with a little hook before the main stroke.

M M: Cursive M also starts with a hook; it is not the two peaks

5. Cc looks like Latin C, but it's like s in sun.
of the printed M.

6.Yy looks like Latin Y, but it's like oo in boot.
7.X x looks like Latin X, but it's Llike ch in Scottish loch.

I n: Lower-case cursive n looks like a Latin n.
T T: Lower-case cursive T looks like a Latin m.

L w: Cursive w is three humps; a small line is often drawn
under it so it is not read as n + extra strokes.

L w: Like cursive w, but with a tail that drops below the line.

THE TWO SIGNS (NO SOUND)
1. b (tvyordiy znak, hard sign): no sound of its own, a hard break before a soft vowel

2. b b (myagkiy znak, soft sign): no sound of its own, it softens the consonant before it
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